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ABSTRACT 
 
Pipit Muliyah. S891408035, 2015. Teachers’ Beliefs and Classroom Practices in 
Teaching English for Specific Purposes in Vocational High School. First 
Consultant: Dra. Dewi Rochsantiningsih, M.Ed, Ph.D, Second Consultant: Dr. 
Hersulastuti, M.Hum. Thesis. English Education Department, Graduate School of 
Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Sebelas Maret University, Surakarta.  
 The objectives of the research are: (1)  to identify the beliefs that teachers 
have related to teaching English for Vocational Purposes; (2) to find out the 
implementation of teacher’s beliefs in the teacher classroom practices;  (3) to 
identify the factors which influence the teachers’ beliefs; (4) to identify the 
teacher’s challenges in teaching English for specific purposes in Vocational high 
school; (5) to find out teacher’s solutions to solve the challenges in implementing 
their beliefs. 
 This research was carried out through a case study. It was conducted 
towards two English teacher in SMK Farmasi Majenang from August to 
September 2015. The data were collected by interviewing the two English 
teachers, observing the teaching and learning process, and collecting documents 
from the teachers. The data was in the forms of interview transcript, field notes, 
and documents. Then Miles and Huberman method was used to derive theory 
from the data. The findings show: (1) there are nine beliefs which include; beliefs 
about subject matter and curriculum, beliefs about teaching and learning, beliefs 
about learners, beliefs about assessment, beliefs about school context , beliefs 
about self and beliefs about teaching as profession; (2) there is inconsistency 
between teachers’ beliefs about teaching and learning, curriculum, learners and 
assessment; and its classroom practices; (3) there are four factors which influence 
the teachers’ beliefs, which include: teachers’ experiences, teachers’ educational 
pathway, teachers’ life experiences and social background, and teachers’ school 
context;  (4) there are four challenges to teach ESP in SMK such as they have no 
basic knowledge and experience about teaching ESP, the students are not 
motivated in learning English, the lack of teaching sources and facilities, and the 
different demands between teaching English for specific purposes and English for 
general purposes; and (5) the teachers  solve the obstacles by modifying the 
teaching and learning process and planning a new program which is called 
English club for Pharmacy as an extracurricular. 
 Since teachers’ beliefs have a powerful impact on teachers’ classroom 
practices, teachers should develop good and appropiate beliefs.  Dealing with the 
challenges in implementing their beliefs, teachers are required to build their 
competences in order to be able to teach better. Teachers need to continue 
reflecting and enriching their beliefs and knowledge of the basic principles in 
teaching English for SMK. 
 
Keywords: English teachers’ beliefs, classroom practices, English for Vocational 
High School, Case Study 
 
vi 
 
 
 
 
MOTTO 
 
 
 
Man Jadda Wa Jadda 
Man Shabara Zhafira 
 
(Ahmad Rifa’i Rif’an) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
vii 
 
DEDICATION  
 
 
 
 
This thesis is dedicated to: 
 
My parents, Siti Sangidah, Solihatun and Nurudin; my sisters: Mukaromah S.Pd.I 
and Irhasul Karimah and my brothers: Zuli Fathurrohman, A.Md, Abdul Rozak 
Nur Faiq who always give me prayer, support, and encouragement. 
 
My Husband,  
Ahamd Fauzi, S.E for his love, tender, patience, support, and understanding. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
viii 
 
AKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
I would like to thank to Allah SWT, for without His divine blessings, this thesis 
would not have been completed. In addition, I would like to express my gratitude 
to the people who have contributed to the completion of this thesis: 
 
1. The Director of Graduate School of Sebelas Maret University for the 
Permission to conduct the research. 
2. The Head of English Education Department of Graduate School of Teacher 
Training and Education Faculty of Sebelas Maret of Surakarta, for his 
approval and support in writing the thesis. 
3. Dra. Dewi Rochsantiningsih, M.Ed, Ph.D. the first consultant, for the 
guidance, advice, supported and patience in completing this thesis. 
4. Dr. Hersulastuti, M.Hum, the second consultant, for the suggestions, 
guidance, patience and support in finishing this thesis. 
5. Pak IW and KS, the English teachers in SMK Farmasi Majenang for the 
permission and help. 
6. Sarmat, S.Sos, S.Pd., for his permission, help, and support in conducting this 
research. 
7. Pharmacy Program students in SMK Farmasi Majenang in the academic year 
of 2015/2016, for their cooperation.   
 
 Lastly, I humbly welcome any sort of criticism and suggestions for further 
improvement by contacting my e-mail: pipitmuliyah@gmail.com.  
  
 
    
 Surakarta, October 2015 
 
 
  Pipit Muliyah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ix 
 
TABLE OF CONTENT 
PAGE OF TITLE........................................................................................   i 
PAGE OF APPROVAL ..............................................................................  ii 
LEGITIMATION   .................................................................................  iii 
PRONOUNCEMENT .................................................................................  iv 
ABSTRACT     .................................................................................  v 
MOTTO     .................................................................................   vi 
DEDICATION     .................................................................................  vii 
ACKNOWLEDMENT ................................................................................  viii 
LIST OF TABLES   .................................................................................  ix 
LIST OF FIGURES   .................................................................................  x 
LIST OF APPENDICIES ...........................................................................  xi 
LIST OF ABBREVIATION .......................................................................  xii 
TABLE OF CONTENT ..............................................................................  xiii 
CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Study  ...............................................................  1 
B. Problem Identification .........................................................................  7 
C. Problem Limitation ..............................................................................  8 
D. Problem Statement ...............................................................................  8 
E. Objectives of the Study ........................................................................  9 
F. Significance of the Study .....................................................................  9 
CHAPTER II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
A. Theoretical Description .....................................................................  13 
1. Teachers’ Belief   ...............................................................................  13 
a) The Definition of Belief  ...............................................................  13 
b) Types of Belief  ............................................................................  16 
c) Model of Teacher’s Belief  ............................................................      17 
(1) Belief about Teaching   .............................................................  19 
(2) Belief about Learning  ..............................................................  19 
(3) Belief about Students ................................................................  20 
(4) Belief about Program and Curriculum ......................................  22 
(5) Belief about School Context .....................................................   22 
(6) Belief about Subject Matter  .....................................................   23 
(7)  Belief about Assessment  .........................................................  24 
(8) Belief about Self  ......................................................................  25 
(9) Belief about Teaching as Profession  ........................................   26 
2. English for Specific Purposes (ESP) ..................................................  28 
a) The definition of ESP ....................................................................  28 
b) Types of ESP  ...............................................................................   29 
c) Characteristics of ESP ...................................................................  31 
d) The difference between ESP and EGP ...........................................  32 
3. Vocational High School  ....................................................................  33 
4. Teaching English in Vocational High School .....................................  35 
a) The practice of Teaching English in VHS .....................................  35 
x 
 
b) The Practice of Teaching English in VHS  ..................................  36 
c) Characteristics and Principles of Vocational Education  ..............  38 
d) English for Pharmacy  .................................................................  39 
(1) Pharmacy Students’ Need ...................................................  39 
(2) English Material for Pharmacy ............................................  40 
(3) Teaching English for Pharmacy...........................................  42 
B. Review of Relevant Studies ................................................................  48 
CHAPTER III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Context of the Research  ......................................................................   52 
1. Profile of the Research ..................................................................  52 
a) Place of Research  ...................................................................  52 
b) School  ...............................................................................  52 
c) Description of Place ................................................................  52 
d) Teachers   ...............................................................................  53 
2. Time of the Research ....................................................................  53 
B. Research Method   ..............................................................................  54 
C. Sources of Data  ...............................................................................  55 
1. Respondent  ...............................................................................  55 
2. Document  ...............................................................................  55 
D. Technique of Collecting Data...............................................................  55  
1. Questionnaire  ...............................................................................  55 
2. Interview   ...............................................................................  56 
3. Classroom Observation  ................................................................  58 
4. Review of Document ....................................................................  59 
E. Technique of Analysing Data ...............................................................  60 
1. Data Reduction  ............................................................................  61 
2. Data Display   ...............................................................................  61 
3. Drawing and Verifying Conclusion ...............................................  62 
F. Trustworthiness/ Validity and Reliability of Data .................................  62 
G. Ethic    ...............................................................................  64 
H. Research Procedure..............................................................................  65 
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Research Findings   .........................................................................   69 
1. Teachers’ Beliefs ...........................................................................  70 
a) Teachers’ belief about Subject matter and curriculum ...................  70 
b) Beliefs about their Teaching and Learning ....................................  76 
c) Beliefs about their learners ............................................................  80 
d) Beliefs about assessment ...............................................................  93 
e) Beliefs about school context ..........................................................   107 
f) Beliefs about self ..........................................................................  109 
g) Beliefs about teaching as profession ..............................................    110 
2.  Teacher’s classroom practices ..........................................................   112 
3.  Teacher’s challenges and solution in teaching English for SMK ....   118 
4.  Factors which influence teachers’ beliefs and classroom practices  123 
xi 
 
a)  Teacher’s teaching experience ........................................................  123 
b) Teachers’ experience as school students .........................................  123 
c)  Teachers’ experiences in teacher education ....................................  124 
d) Teachers’ educational pathway .......................................................  124 
e)  Teachers’ life experiences and social backgrounds .........................  125 
f)  Teachers’ school context ................................................................  126 
5. The types of Teachers’ Beliefs  ..........................................................  126 
 
B. DISCUSSION   ...............................................................................  128 
1. Teachers’ Beliefs   ...............................................................................  109 
2. Factors  of teachers’ beliefs and classroom practices ............................  158 
3. Impact of teacher’s belief on practice ...................................................  169 
a) Teaching approaches ..................................................................  169 
b) Types of materials and resources for teaching .............................  171 
c) Types of activities .......................................................................  172 
4. Relation between beliefs and classroom Practices ................................   174 
 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION, AND SUGGESTIONS  176 
A. Conclusion   ...............................................................................  176 
B. Implications  and Suggestions  ...........................................................  178  
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY   ...............................................................................  186 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
xii 
 
LIST OF TABLES 
 
Page 
Table    2.1 Models of Teachers’ Beliefs  ......................................................  18 
Table    2.2 The Characteristics of English for Specific Purposes ..................  32 
Table    2.3 Levels of Teaching English in SMK ...........................................  37 
Table    2.4 Curriculum Structure of SMK/MAK...........................................  44 
Table    3.1 Teacher participant profiles ........................................................  53 
Table    3.2 Time of Research   ......................................................................  54 
Table    3.3 Questionnaire construct   ............................................................  56 
Table    3.4 Indicators of the questionnaire  ...................................................  54 
Table    3.5 The validity, reliability and external ...........................................  64 
Table    4.1 Summary of Research Findings  .................................................  61 
Table    4.2 The teachers’ ways in correcting the students verbal error ..........  107 
Table    4.3 Observation sheet .......................................................................   102 
Table    4.4 Teachers Teaching Stages   .........................................................  115 
Table    4.5 Summary of Teachers’ classroom Practices  ...............................   118 
Table    4.6 Teacher’s challenges and its solutions in teaching ESP  ..............   120 
Table    4.7 Teacher’s types of Beliefs  ..........................................................   128 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
xiii 
 
LIST OF FIGURES 
 
Page 
Figure   2.1 Classification of English for Specific Purposes (ESP).................  31 
Figure   3.1 The data analysis model of Miles and Huberman ........................  51 
Figure   3.2 Procedures of the Research.........................................................  56 
Figure   4.1 Teacher’s ways of giving written feedback .................................   108 
Figure   4.1 Teacher’s teaching activities.......................................................   108 
Figure   4.2 Teachers’ beliefs and their impact on students’ achievements  ....    146 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
xiv 
 
LIST OF ABBREVIATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
student WP   : Student  Participated in the Research 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ESP  : English for Specific Purposes 
EGP : English for General Purposes 
VHS : Vocational High School 
SHS : Senior High School 
SMK : Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan 
SMA : Sekolah Menengah Atas 
BSNP : Badan Standar Nsional Pendidikan  (Board of 
Natioanl Education Standard) 
L1 : First Language 
L2 : Second Language 
Teacher IW : English Teacher Participated in the Research 
Teacher KS : English Teacher Participated in the Research 
Student TR : Student  Participated in the Research 
xv 
 
LIST OF APPENDICES 
 
Page 
Appendix 1: Interview guide .........................................................................  198 
Appendix 2: Transcript of Teacher IW Interview ..........................................  202 
Appendix 3: Transcript of Teacher KS Interview ..........................................   209 
Appendix 4 : Interview with Teacher IW and Teacher KS  ............................  214 
Appendix 5: Checklist of Teacher IW Teaching Observation ........................  216 
Appendix 6: Checklist of Teacher KS Teaching Observation ........................  223 
Appendix 7: Field Note Teacher IW ..............................................................   230 
Appendix 8: Field Note Teacher KS ..............................................................  233 
Appendix 9:  Syllabus ...................................................................................  236 
Appendix 10: Yearly Program (Program Tahunan).......................................  241 
Appendix 11: Lesson Plan.............................................................................   256 
Appendix 12: Recapitulation of Questionnaire Result ...................................  243 
Appendix 13: Pictures of teacher’s handout ..................................................    251 
Appendix 14: Pictures of students’ work .......................................................  252 
Appendix 15: Picture of situation in the class ................................................  253 
Appendix 16:  Research Letter Permission ....................................................  254  
  
 
   
 
 
